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Today's agenda:

1. Overview of the Thriving in the Classroom Toolkit
o www.thrivingclassrooms.ca

2. Unpacking Identity and Positionality in Curriculum
3. Embracing Autonomy and Flexibility in Learning Assessments - UDL
4. Topical Issues in the Classroom & How the Toolkit Can Help
5. Questions

http://www.thrivingclassrooms.ca




Unpacking Identity and 
Positionality in Curriculum



Positionality Wheel



Iterations of change

Fall 2020

ͻ Introduced 
Anti-racism 
curriculum

Summer 2021

ͻ Introduced 
Summer 
Onboarding 
Modules

Summer 2022

ͻ Re-worked
Summer 
Onboarding
Modules

Fall 2023

ͻ Expanded & 
embedded 
Culture & 
Inclusion 
Modules



Embracing Autonomy and 
Flexibility in Learning 
Assessments
Universal Design for Learning





APD 1206H: 
Mind, Brain and 
Instruction

� Applied Psychology and Human Development program

� Graduate level ʹ primarily masters / doctoral students completing their 
M.Ed., Ph.D., or Ed.D. in developmental psychology and education

� Virtual

� Intersession ʹ 12 weeks, July-August



1. UDL Principles in Learning Assessment

Evaluation Scheme:
1. Participation (15%) - in class OR online
2. Questions a teacher or parent may wonder: Critically evaluating Chat GPT as a 

tool for educators (15%)
3. Problem-based learning assignment: final deliverable (40%)
4. Problem based learning assignment: presentation (30%)



2. Student interest-driven reflection
Questions a teacher or parent may wonder: Critically evaluating Chat GPT as a tool for educators

Every second week, students will identify one question you think a parent or teacher may have, as it relates to 
the class topics of the past 2 weeks. Students will ask Chat GPT the question, via the online or App based 
OpenAI platform:

Students will then submit the response (copied and pasted from online is fine), alongside their own critical 
reflection (maximum 2 pages, in addition to the ChatGPT response) evaluating:

1. The accuracy of the response, based on your learning in class and/or additional research if needed;

2. How effectively the response contributed to your learning; and,

3. The potential benefits and limitations of using artificial intelligence platforms to promote access to 
information about developmental cognitive neuroscience among parents, teachers, or the broader 
population.



3. Class Structure

� Review of last class and follow-up questions
� Interactive lecture
� Facilitated discussion (case-based)
� Designated small group assignment time



4. "Life happens clause"

"Recognizing that unexpected life events happen, students will be given 
up to 3 days of flexibility in submitting their assignments without 
academic penalty, which would also allow for flexibility for students 
with accommodations to submit late assignments."



How students experience the class



Questions & discussion
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Meet the toolkit authors and collaborators: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmJNYkeDx-k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmJNYkeDx-k
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